Enteroviral infection of a cardiac prosthetic device.
Identification of the causative pathogen may be challenging in culture negative infective endocarditis (IE). A 4 month-old 21-trisomic boy with congenital atrioventricular septal defect presented 3 episodes of dehiscence of his prosthetic patch, attributed to IE. He presented heart failure, but neither fever, nor inflammatory syndrome. Surgical and histopathological findings confirmed the diagnosis of IE, but blood cultures remained sterile. Extensive work up failed to demonstrate bacterial or fungal etiology. Coxsackie B2 virus was cultured from the excised patch, nasopharyngeal secretions and stools. Viral IE has only been described in animal models. This case is the first reported probable human viral IE. We suggest that a viral etiology should be considered in case of culture negative IE.